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Johnson, Maria C.

From: Pomeranz, Jeff A.
Sent: Monday, August 16, 2021 9:56 AM
To: City Council
Subject: 8-13-2021 Council Communications - 278

8-13-2021 Council Communications Topics:  
 

 Waterways Cleanup & US Dept. of Agriculture  
 MOU with Cargill  
 2020 Census  
 Property Holders Nuisance Litigation  

 

Waterways Cleanup & US Dept. of Agriculture  
Through a recent partnership with the United States Department of Agriculture, the Public Works Department is 
finalizing the removal of remaining derecho-damaged vegetative materials within waterway areas that pose a risk to life 
and/or property, should there be a flood. The streams identified within the Agreement were selected by the City based 
upon previous flooding, topography, and increased flood risk to residential and business property, and will receive 
funding from the Natural Resource Conservation Service for debris removal. Not all streams/waterways met this criteria. 
Staff is working directly with property owners whose private property is adjacent to, or located within, a critical 
waterway that has been identified as requiring debris removal, so contractors can access the site for cleanup. The work 
is expected to start later in October, with completion in fall 2022.  

MOU with Cargill  
The Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with Cargill that was approved during the August 10 council meeting 
outlines a cost-share in the design and construction costs of several flood control improvements that would not 
otherwise be covered by the US Army Corps of Engineers, in addition to some site specific upgrades requested by Cargill. 
Essentially, Cargill is paying for their site upgrades as well as participating in costs associated with other permanent flood 
control measures near their site that would otherwise be the complete responsibility of the City. We were pleased that 
Cargill was willing to contribute to required elements of the system and feel their participation demonstrates how highly 
they value the flood control system and how it serves their property.  
  
Specifically, the cost-share includes:  

- Approximately $16-20 million worth of work, not covered by USACE 
- Cargill items: ground water well system 
- FCS items that are the City’s responsibility: utility relocates, pump station upsizing, removal of contaminated 

soil, height of east-side floodwall  

2020 Census  
On August 12, the US Census Bureau released data from the 2020 Decennial Census.  Staff will analyze the data and 
provide more detailed demographic information in the next few weeks.  For a quick comparison, below is a snapshot of 
population growth in the five largest cities in Iowa.  Cedar Rapids had the largest increase in population from 2010 to 
2020.  Earlier this year, the City of Cedar Rapids received a thank-you from the US Census Bureau, Chicago Regional 
Director, for helping the Midwest region have the highest response rate in the country. This is a tremendous testament 
to the outreach efforts of the Linn County Complete Count Committee, which was attempting to do outreach during the 
2020 pandemic, when all in-person events and activities were suspended. The group’s targeted communications went to 
schools, faith-based communities, landlords and renters, immigrant and refugee populations, daycares and maternity 
wards, nonprofits, neighborhood associations, and local businesses. These efforts helped ensure Iowa’s representation 
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in Congress remained the same (Iowa lost a member of Congress in 2010 due to low Census turnout) and reflects the 
work of the Complete Count Committee, which included billboards, media releases, radio spots, social media campaigns, 
bus flyers, posters at the library and other community centers, and e-newsletters. 
 

City 
2020 
Pop 

2010 
Pop 

Pop 
Increase 

% 
Increase 

Des Moines 214,133 203,433 10,700 5 
Cedar Rapids 137,710 126,326 11,384 9 

Davenport 101,724 99,685 2,039 2 
Sioux City 85,797 82,684 3,113 3.8 
Iowa City 74,828 67,862 6,966 10 

Property Holders Nuisance Litigation  
The Gazette reached out to Building Services staff and wanted to write a short update on the outcome related to 
property owner Charles Davisson (Property Holders, Ltd) and his recent attempt to repeal the temporary suspension of 
his rental registration. As you know, on July 14, 2021 the Linn County District Court upheld the revocation and dismissed 
his appeal. His properties remain unrented, and he has removed two properties from the list of registered rental 
properties. 

 


